
SHRI SADANAM PUTHIYAVEETIL BALAKRISHNAN

 Shri Sadanam Puthiyaveetil Balakrishnan a maestro of Kathakali, a highly stylized and 
exquisite art form that reflects Indian mythology in its most intricate form. 
2. Born on 15  January, 1944 in Taliparamba. North Kerala, Shri Balakrishnan had his th

Kathakali education at an early age from "Guru Kondiveetil Narayanan Nair Asan" under the 
patronage of the Late Brahmashri Kurumathur Narayanan Namboothiripad. He studied under the 
renowned gurus Natyacharyan Thekinkattil Ramunni Nair and Keezhupadam Kumaran Nair 
(Padmashree awardee) at Gandhi Seva Sadan Kathakali Academy for ten years, completing eight 
years of diploma and two years of post-diploma with Central Government Scholarship. His 
proficiency in Abhinaya, Choreography and Teaching the three facets of Kathakali was exceptional. 
In addition to being a world-renowned performer, Shri Balakrishnan is also a creative writer, 
director, and choreographer with over 35 original stories and choreographies to his name. 
3. Shri Balakrishnan joined the International Centre for Kathakali New Delhi in the year 
1974 as the senior most artist. He became the Principal and Director in 1980 and continued till 
2007. Under his direction, the International Center for Kathakali, achieved international 
reputation and got recognition as a category-1 dance institution by the Government of India. The 
National School of Drama, Centre for Cultural Resources and Training, Indian Council for 
Cultural Relations, Delhi University, Vishva Bharti - Kolkata, Bhoomika, SPIC-MACAY, 
Bhaskara. Kalakshetra Foundation. Folkland, Thiranottam-Dubai, and the Association de 
Recherches des Traditions de l'Actor-France (ARTA) are a few of the places he has had the 
honour of providing his service. Post retirement from The International Centre for Kathakali, 
Delhi, he was associated with Kalakshetra Foundation (Rukmini Devi College of Fine Arts), 
Chennai as visiting fellow and Head of the Department of Kathakali.
4. Shri Balakrishnan has also presented papers on many subjects on Indian Classical 
Dance at various International Forums and published articles in different journals. Preparation 
of Manual and Syllabus for new Kathakali styles with Senior Fellowship from Ministry of Culture 
and Higher study and research on Northern style of Kathakali with the financial assistance of 
Central Sangeet Natak Academy are some of the studies conducted with the support of Ministry 
of Culture, Government of India.
5. Shri Balakrishnan is the recipient of numerous awards and honours like the prestigious 
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award in 2004, The Parishad Samman 1988, from Sahitya Kala Parishad 
(Delhi), Kerala Kalamandalan (Deemed University) award (2006) and fellowship (2017), Nritya 
Kalasagaram Award from Bhairavi Fine Arts, Cleveland USA (2015), Natana Bhaskara Award from 
Bharata Kalanjali & Bhaskara - 2003, Guru Pattikanthodi Ramunni Menon Award from Gandhi 
Seva Sadan Kathakali Academy - 2006, Gold Medal - Ayyappa Temple, Haridwar - 1999, Kala Snehi 
Award- 1995, Alapathi Ramachandra Rao Kala Peedham Award- 1991, Gold Medal, Mudralaya, 
London- 1990, Swathi Thirunal Nadalaya Award - 1986, Natyachaiya from prestigious 
Rajarajeshwara Temple - Taliparamba, Kerala, (2021) Kerala State Government Kathakali Award 
and Kerala Kshetra kala Academy Fellowship are some of the few.

Padma Shri



Jh lnue iqf ;ohf y ckyk—".kur Í

 R ÍJh lnue iqf k;ohf y ckyk—".ku Hkkjrh; ikSjkf.kd dFkkvksa dks ifj"—r :i esa n'kkZus okyh vR;fèkd 
'kSyhc) vkSj mR—"V uR̀; dFkdyh ds ç[;kr dykdkj gSaA

2- Jh ckyk—".ku dk tUe 15 tuojh 1944 dks mÙkjh dsjy ds rkfyijEck esa gqvkA mUgksaus vYik;q esa gh 
LoxÊ; czãJh dq#ekFkqj ukjk;.ku uacwfFkfjikn ds laj{k.k esa Þxq# dksafMfofry ukjk;.ku uk;j vkluÞ ls dFkdyh 
dh f'k{kk çkIr dh FkhA mUgksaus nl o"kZ rd xkaèkh lsok lnu dFkdyh vdkneh esa çfl) xq# ukVîkpk;Zu 
Fksfdudêhy jkeqUuh uk;j vkSj dh>qine dqekju uk;j ¼in~eJh ls lEekfur½ ls f'k{kk xzg.k dh] vkSj dsaæ ljdkj 
dh Nk=of̀Ùk ls vkB o"kZ dk fMIyksek vkSj nks o"kZ dk iksLV&fMIyksek fd;kA dFkdyh ds rhu igyqvksa] vFkkZr vfHku;] 
u`R;&funsZ'ku vkSj f'k{k.k esa mUgsa vlkèkkj.k n{krk çkIr FkhA foÜo&çfl) dykdkj gksus ds lkFk&lkFk] Jh 
ckyk—".ku ,d jpukRed ys[kd] funsZ'kd vkSj uR̀;&funsZ'kd Hkh gSa vkSj 35 ls vfèkd ewy dFkk,a vkSj u`R;&funsZ'ku 
muds uke gSaA       

3-  Jh ckyk—".ku o"kZ 1974 esa ofj"Bre dykdkj ds :i esa varjjk"Vªh; dFkdyh dsaæ] uÃ fnYyh esa 'kkfey 
gq,A og 1980 esa blds çkpk;Z vkSj funs'kd cus vkSj 2007 rd bl in ij jgsA muds funsZ'ku esa varjkZ"Vªh; dFkdyh 
dsaæ dks oSfÜod [;kfr çkIr gqÃ vkSj Hkkjr ljdkj us bls Js.kh&1 u`R; laLFkku ds :i esa ekU;rk nhA mUgsa jk"Vªh; 
ukVî fo|ky;] lkaL—frd lalkèku vkSj çf'k{k.k dsaæ] Hkkjrh; lkaL—frd lacaèk ifj"kn] fnYyh foÜofo|ky;] foÜo  
Hkkjrh&dksydkrk] Hkwfedk] fLid&eSds] HkkLdj] dyk{ks= QkmaMs'ku] QksdySaM] fFkjkuksêe& nqcÃ] vkSj ,lksfl,'ku 
Mh jspspsZl Msl VªsfM'kUl Mh y*,DVj&Ýkal ¼,vkjVh,½ tSls laLFkkuksa esa Hkh lsok nsus dk lEeku çkIr gSA varjjk"Vªh; 
dFkdyh dsaæ] fnYyh ls lsokfuo`Ùk gksus ds ckn] og foftÇVx Qsyks vkSj dFkdyh foHkkx ds çeq[k ds :i esa dyk{ks= 
QkmaMs'ku ¼#fDe.kh nsoh d‚yst v‚Q Qkbu vkV~lZ½] psUuÃ ls tqM+ x,A

4- Jh ckyk—".ku us fofHkUu varjkZ"Vªh; eapksa ij Hkkjrh; 'kkL=h; ùR; ij dÃ fo"k;ksa ij ys[k Hkh çLrqr fd, gSa vkSj 
fofHkUu if=dkvksa esa muds vkys[k çdkf'kr gq, gSaA laL—fr ea=ky; ls çkIr ofj"B Qsyksf'ki ds rgr uÃ dFkdyh 'kSfy;ksa 
ds fy, eSuqvy vkSj ikBîØe rS;kj djuk rFkk dsUæh; laxhr ukVd vdkneh dh foÙkh; lgk;rk ls dFkdyh dh mÙkjh 
'kSyh ij mPp vè;;u ,oa vuqlaèkku muds }kjk laL—fr ea=ky;] Hkkjr ljdkj ds lg;ksx ls fd, x, dqN vè;;u gSaA

5- Jh ckyk—".ku dks dÃ iqjLdkj vkSj lEeku çkIr gq, gSaA mUgsa çkIr iqjLdkjksa esa 2004 esa çfrf"Br laxhr 
ukVd vdkneh iqjLdkj] lkfgR; dyk ifj"kn ¼fnYyh½ }kjk ifj"kn lEeku 1988] dsjy dykeaMyu ¼ekfur 
;wfuoÆlVh½ dk iqjLdkj ¼2006½ vkSj Qsyksf'ki ¼2017½] HkSjoh Qkbu vkV~lZ] DyhoySaM ;w,l, ls u`R; dyklkxje 
iqjLdkj ¼2015½] Hkkjr dykatfy vkSj HkkLdj }kjk urkuk HkkLdj iqjLdkj&2003] xkaèkh lsok lnu dFkdyh 
vdkneh }kjk xq# iêhdaFkksMh jeqUuh esuu iqjLdkj&2006] v¸;Iik eafnj] gfj}kj }kjk Lo.kZ ind&1999] dyk 
Lusgh iqjLdkj&1995] vyifr jkepUæ jko dyk ihBe iqjLdkj&1991] eqæky;] yanu }kjk Lo.kZ ind&1990] 
Lokfr fr#uy uknky; iqjLdkj&1986] rkfyijEck] dsjy ds çfrf"Br jktjktsÜoj eafnj }kjk ukVîpS;k ¼2021½] 
dsjy jkT; ljdkj dFkdyh iqjLdkj vkSj dsjy {ks= dyk vdkneh ds Qsyksf'ki 'kkfey gSA

in~e Jh


